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May is National Foster Care Month
We have several events to celebrate in the month of May.  

We intend to honor our Foster Parents with a luncheon on May 21st at Sarasota Christian Church on Ashton Road.  Our Foster Parents are the backbone of our system and we could not accomplish our mission without them!  If you know any foster parents, please thank them. If you don’t, why not get to know one; you just might consider becoming a foster parent yourself! 

The Safe Children Coalition will be hosting two informational presentations at St Jude Church, 3930 17th Street in Sarasota on Sunday, May 15th.  The English presentation will be at 11:45 am and a similar presentation in Spanish will be held at 1:15 pm.  

The Safe Children Coalition and the “Bridge a Life” Ministry will host an Orphan Awareness Seminar from 6:30 pm to 8:00 pm on May 24th at Bayside Community Church.  Bayside Community Church is located at 15800 SR 64 in Bradenton.
Legislative Agenda
The Florida Legislature has agreed to a $70 billion dollar budget for fiscal year 2011-2012.  We would like to thank our legislators and everyone else for their advocacy on behalf of our State’s most vulnerable citizens. Child Welfare, Substance Abuse and Mental Health funding turned out better than initially expected. However, there are many of you who cannot say the same, so we know there will be difficult days ahead for some of our partners. 

Hurricane Preparedness

Hurricane Season is right around the corner.  We are in the process of updating our Disaster Preparedness Plan and you should too.  For a resource guide, emergency services or a list of supplies to take to a shelter go to: http://www.sarasotacoad.org/DisasterPlanInformation.asp
Back To School

Plans are underway to provide a backpack and school supplies in July for every child in our foster care system.   If you wish to volunteer to fill backpacks or to make a donation, please contact Tom Marer by June 1st at: 941-371-4799 x 165.
Graduation
Next month the SCC will have 19 youth graduating from High School!  If you wish to congratulate them or make a donation to help us celebrate their achievements contact Kevin McKenney at: 941-371-4799 x 110.
Heart Gallery
The Heart Gallery will be at the Manatee Memorial Hospital located at 206 Second Street East in Bradenton until May 31st.  As of June 2nd it will be at the Venice Community Center located at 326 South Nokomis Ave. It will remain there until June 29th.  Stop by and take a look!  If you or anyone you know is interested in hosting the Heart Gallery next month, please call Tom Marer at: 941-371-4799 x 165.  
SCC Facebook Page

Our Facebook page is growing!  Help us reach our goal of 100 friends by the end of National Foster Care Month.  Check it out for details on many of the Child Welfare related events taking place in our community.  http://www.facebook.com/pages/Safe-Children-Coalition/149239791784718?v=app_2373072738#!/pages/Safe-Children-Coalition/149239791784718?v=wall.  If you see an event that interests you please share it with your friends.  If you have an event of interest to the Child Welfare community let us know and we will post it.  If you know of any Facebook tricks that we should be using please be sure to share!
Kudos
Thanks to St. Martha’s Youth group for donating diapers and baby supplies to our Clothes Closet.

Thanks to the Sarasota Junior League for supplying us with duffle bags filled with necessities for our children just coming into our system.

Thanks to Y Foundation Board and Community Coalition member Kim Githler and her assistant, Katherine who made it possible for us to receive 800 backpacks for this years Back to School event.  
My mother taught me the “value of hard work, the importance of family, and the need to pray.”  Thanks to all our moms who made us what we are today! - Kevin
Happy Mother’s Day!
***********************************

If you have any questions or requests related to this Communiqué or have other child welfare related questions/requests, please contact Kevin McKenney, Director of Community & Client Relations

 @ 941-371-4799 x110 or email him at kmckenney@TheSarasotaY.org
Shop on line and support the SCC at http://www.givebackamerica.com/charity.php?b=743
Please help us recruit Foster and Adoptive Families:  866-661-5656
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