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Legislative Agenda
This month we will take a look at how the Legislature overhauled the Medicaid system this past session. Currently, approximately 3 million Floridians are eligible for Medicaid coverage. The actual program costs for FY 2010-2011 are estimated at $20.3 billion. With that in mind, legislators passed two bills, HB 7107 and HB 7109.
Here is what the new system will look like:
•  Medicaid will have two components: Medicaid Managed Medical Assistance Program and

    Long-Term Care Managed Care Program.

•  There will be 11 regions.

•  The number of plans per region will be limited to a minimum of two and a maximum

    of 10; however, there must be one provider service network (PSN) per region.

•   All Medicaid recipients must receive services through the statewide managed care
     program, with a few exceptions.

Behavioral Health Overlay Services and the Child Welfare Prepaid Mental Health plan are both set to “sunset” or end in 2014.  Our task will be to incorporate both of these key elements of our child welfare system back into this major Medicaid reform initiative. 
Hurricane Preparedness

Hurricane Season is right around the corner.  We are in the process of updating our Disaster Preparedness Plan and you should too.  For a resource guide, emergency services or a list of supplies to take to a shelter go to: http://www.sarasotacoad.org/DisasterPlanInformation.asp
Back To School

Plans are underway to provide a backpack and school supplies in July for every child in our foster care system.   If you wish to volunteer to fill backpacks or to make a donation, please contact Tom Marer by June 1st at: 941-371-4799 x 165.
Graduation
Our graduation celebration for 19 Independent Living Youth is June 16 at Marina Jack’s.
Staff Appreciation

On June 10th the SCC held its annual staff appreciation picnic at Potter Park and the YMCA’s Evelyn Sadlier-Jones Water Park.  This is one of the ways we thank the men and women who work on the front lines of child welfare every day (and night).
Children’s Movement

The Children’s Movement has completely redone their webpage in order to capture the local flavor of Children’s Movement activities.  Check it out here: http://childrensmovementflorida.org/action/west/
FSFAPA

The Florida State Foster and Adoptive Parent Association’s annual conference is June 17th and 18th in Orlando.  Our foster parents are our most valuable resource and we hope their conference is both educational and fun. 
Camps for Champions

Florida Department of Children and Families Secretary David Wilkins kicked off Camps for Champions at a news conference on Thursday, June 2, 2011 at the Amway Arena, home of the Orlando Magic.  Camps for Champions is an expansion of health, leadership, and wellness camps held in previous years for foster children by Tennessee Titan, and former Florida State football All-American Myron Rolle and the Dwight D. Howard Foundation. This year's camp series has expanded with the support of some of sports’ top athletes.  We are in the process of selecting children to attend this great camp. 
Heart Gallery
The Heart Gallery is at the Venice Community Center located at 326 South Nokomis Ave until June 29th.  Stop by and take a look!  If you or anyone you know is interested in hosting the Heart Gallery next month, please call Tom Marer at: 941-371-4799 x 165.  
Thank You!

We certainly wish to say thank you our YMCA Foundation of Sarasota Board Member Kim Githler for her generous donation of 800  backpacks for our Back to School project and to the volunteers at BB&T Bank for the amazing facelift they are giving our Grammy’s House and also for sponsoring our Staff Appreciation picnic.  Now, this is what Community Based Care is all about!!!
Happy Fathers Day!

If you have any questions or requests related to this Communiqué or have other child welfare related questions/requests, please contact Kevin McKenney, Director of Community & Client Relations

 @ 941-371-4799 x110 or email him at kmckenney@TheSarasotaY.org
Shop on line and support the SCC at http://www.givebackamerica.com/charity.php?b=743
Please help us recruit Foster and Adoptive Families:  866-661-5656
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