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Legislative Agenda
 Lead Agencies and their subcontractors must maintain general liability insurance of at least $1 million per claim and $3 million per incident.  Concerns have been raised regarding the affordability and availability of this mandatory liability insurance coverage.  Last session, legislation was filed that would have reduced those limits as well as revising other coverage requirements.  While the legislation did not pass, enough interest was generated that the staff of the Senate Banking and Insurance Committee (Senator Alexander, Chair and Senator Bennett, Member) wants to look into the issue.  Their report is due in October and will help us determine next steps in the legislative process.

Dental Project

One of our project’s opportunities for improvement is dental care for our children in the Child Welfare System.  A Miami Herald story recently reported that 1 in 3 poor children in Florida see a dentist.  Sarasota, Manatee and DeSoto Counties are only slightly better.   A major cause of this problem is that dentists are not willing to accept the amount Medicaid pays for their services.  As a result, there aren’t enough dentists to see all our children.  The Safe Children Coalition has begun a campaign to solicit dentists to either accept Medicaid or volunteer their services.  If you know of a dentist who would be interested in assisting, please have him or her call Kevin McKenney at (941) 371-4799 x110.
Informational Meeting for Interested Foster or Adoptive Parents

Our next informational meeting for folks interested in fostering or adopting is Monday, August 22nd from 6-7:30 p.m. at our Manatee office located at 5729 Manatee Avenue West, Bradenton.  If you or someone you know has wondered about fostering or adopting, come and check us out!

Take Me Out to the Ball Game
In partnership with the Pittsburg Pirates, 12 lucky children will get the VIP treatment at a Marauders game this month.  The children will sit together, get to go down on the field with the players, get a souvenir baseball, enjoy ballpark cuisine and, of course, the game itself.  We will have a lottery to determine the lucky winners.  
Ready, Set, Grow
The Ready, Set, Grow event is a great opportunity to learn about child development, pre-school and kindergarten requirements.  This year’s event will be August 6th from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. at Westfield Sarasota Square Mall.  The SCC will be face painting, so come and join us.
The Summits Are Coming
The Manatee Children’s Summit is August 27th at the Manatee Civic Center from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m.  We will see you there.
Save these dates for the Dependency Summit, September 7th-9th at the Grande Lakes, JW Marriott in Orlando and the Florida Coalition for Children Summit, November 15th and 16th at the Hyatt Regency in Tampa.
Hurricane Preparedness

Don’t let our quiet start to the Hurricane season lull you into complacency.  Be prepared!  For a resource guide, emergency services or a list of supplies to take to a shelter go to: http://www.sarasotacoad.org/DisasterPlanInformation.asp
Back To School

We will be distributing over 1000 back packs to our children in the Child Welfare System this month.   If you wish to volunteer to sort school supplies or to make a donation, please contact Tom Marer at: 941-371-4799 x 165.
SCC Facebook Page

Over 100 people have liked us on Facebook!  Thank you for your support.  If you haven’t clicked “like” yet, please do so at   http://www.facebook.com/pages/Safe-Children-Coalition/149239791784718?v=app_2373072738#!/pages/Safe-Children-Coalition/149239791784718?v=wall.  If you see an event that interests you, please share it with your friends.  If you have an event of interest to the Child Welfare community, let us know and we will post it.  If you know of any Facebook tricks that we should be using, please be sure to share!

Kudos
Thank you to our new friends at BounceU for their support!  We raised over $800 and lots of clothes at our fundraiser last month.  We look forward to a great partnership with them in the future.
Thanks to Tamara Kamberis and Landmark Bank for their generous donation of $350.  Tamara got Landmark Bank employees to purchase the option to wear casual clothes on Friday and we were the beneficiaries!  Thank you.

You have got to see what BB&T Bank employees did for Grammy’s House as part of their Lighthouse Project.  This is a feature you won’t want to miss next month.
***********************************
If you have any questions or requests related to this Communiqué or have other child welfare related questions/requests, please contact Kevin McKenney, Director of Community & Client Relations

 @ 941-371-4799 x110 or email him at kmckenney@TheSarasotaY.org
Shop on line and support the SCC at http://www.givebackamerica.com/charity.php?b=743
Please help us recruit Foster and Adoptive Families:  866-661-5656
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