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April is National Child Abuse Prevention Awareness Month

From Secretary David Wilkins’ press conference on April 1st to the last pinwheel garden on April 30th, this month is full of community activities and events to change the way we think about prevention by focusing on policies that prioritize healthy child development so child abuse never begins.  The Bradenton City Council, the Palmetto City Council, the Manatee County Commission, and the DeSoto County Commission are all issuing proclamations on behalf of Child Abuse Prevention Month.  We are planting pinwheel gardens in Palmetto, Bradenton, Sarasota and Arcadia.  Once again we have partnered with the YMCA to celebrate Healthy Kids day at the Manatee Y, the Lakewood Ranch Y and the Sarasota County Administration Building.  To find a listing of all our activities check our Facebook page.
Legislative Agenda
We have known all along about a $3.7 billion dollar shortfall in the 2011-2012 budget.  Now that the House has passed a $66.5 billion dollar budget and the Senate has passed a $69.8 billion dollar budget, we must also focus on closing the $3.3 billion gulf that separates the two spending plans.  Our legislators will be taking a week off for Easter so there are two weeks left to iron out the budget before the end of session on May 6th.
We are tracking the progress of several bills and will give you a report upon the close of session with what passed and what didn’t.  

Junior League Child Advocacy Luncheon
Congratulations to Judge Haworth, Bill Little, Laura McIntyre and the Family Safety Alliance for winning the “Child Advocacy Organization of the Year” award given at the Junior League of Sarasota’s 3rd annual Child Advocacy luncheon this month.   Congratulations to Child Protection Center’s Doug Staley who also won “Professional of the Year.” 
ITN

The results are in!  The selection committee chose to contract with the Sarasota Family YMCA by a margin of 8-0.  The Secretary then agreed with the selection last week.  The new contract begins July 1, 2011.  Thanks to all our partners who supported us through this process.  
Independent Living
Our Independent Living youth made the annual trek to view the University of Florida this month.  They are also having a YARD SALE on April 30th from 8:00 to Noon at the Kalish House (2195 1st St., Sarasota) to raise money for their projects.  If you want to drop off items, please call Layla at: 941-312-4261.  
May is Foster Parent Appreciation Month
Plans are underway to honor our most important partners in the Child Welfare System, our foster parents.  If you know a foster parent, please say, “Thank you” for the great service they provide to our children and the community.  If you don’t, try to get to know one or better yet, help us recruit one!

Staff Appreciation Luncheon
On behalf of all SCC staff, many thanks go to the Sarasota County Foster and Adoptive Parent Association for the very nice lunch they provided on April 15th to show their appreciation for our hard working staff. This really meant a lot to us.  THANK YOU!

Safe Children Coalition Conference

The 2011 SCC Conference was a great success with over 110 in attendance.  Topics such as Early Connections and Relationships, Trauma Informed Care, Trauma Involved Child Development Issues & Family Center Practice were all very informative.  Thanks to our community partners who supported our event and to all the staff who helped to make it run so smoothly.  

SCC Facebook Page

Our Facebook page is growing!  Help us reach our goal of 100 friends by the end of Child Abuse Prevention month!  Check it out for all the Child Abuse Prevention events around our communities at:  http://www.facebook.com/pages/Safe-Children-Coalition/149239791784718?v=app_2373072738#!/pages/Safe-Children-Coalition/149239791784718?v=wall .  If you see an event that interests you please share it with your friends.  If you have an event of interest to the Child Welfare community let us know and we will post it.  If you know of any Facebook tricks that we should be using please be sure to share!
***********************************
If you have any questions or requests related to this Communiqué or have other child welfare related questions/requests, please contact Kevin McKenney, Director of Community & Client Relations

 @ 941-371-4799 x110 or email him at kmckenney@TheSarasotaY.org
Shop on line and support the SCC at http://www.givebackamerica.com/charity.php?b=743
Please help us recruit Foster and Adoptive Families:  866-661-5656
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